
CHAPTER	  1	  
LESSON 1 
What Is History? 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION Why is history important? 
  

Events of the past created the world we live in, and knowing history can help us make decisions about the 
future. 

Why Study History? 

What types of things can history reveal about the past? 

History is the study of the people and events of the past. History explores both the way things change and 
the way things stay the same. History tells the story of the ways that cultures change over time. 

People who study history are called historians. A historian's job is to examine the causes, or reasons, that 
something happened in the past. They also look for the effects, or results, of the event. They ask, "What 
happened?" and "Why did it happen?" They ask, "How did things change?" and "How has it influenced 
today?" Sometimes they ask, "What would have happened if . . . ?" 

History explains why things are the way they are. The invention of the wheel in prehistoric times paved 
the way for the use of horse-drawn carts in later time periods. The carts were a step toward the invention 
of the automobile in modern times. Today, cars are an integral part of our culture. 

Learning about the past helps us understand the present. It helps us make decisions about the future. 
Historical instances of conflict and cooperation are examples we can learn from. We can use that 
knowledge when we face similar choices. 

Studying history helps us understand how we fit into the human story. Some of the clues are the 
languages we speak, the technologies we use, and the pastimes we enjoy. All these are results of events 
that happened in the past. History teaches us who we are. 

Explaining Why is it important to understand cause and effect when studying the past? 

 

SSENTIAL QUESTION Why is history important? 
 
Measuring Time 

What are historical periods? 

To study the past, historians must have a way to identify and describe when things happened. They do 
that by measuring and labeling time in different ways. 

Periods of History 
One way to measure time is to label groups of years. For example, a group of 10 years is called 
a decade. A group of 100 years is known as a century. Centuries are grouped into even longer time 
periods. Ten centuries grouped together is called a millennium, which is a period of 1,000 years. 

Historians also divide the past into larger blocks of time known aseras. Prehistory is the first of these long 
periods. Prehistory is the time before people developed writing. 

Writing was invented about 5,500 years ago. The period known asAncient History comes next. It ends 
c. A.D. 500 (c., or circa, means "about"). Historians call the time period between about A.D. 500 and 
about A.D. 1400 the Middle Ages, or the medieval period. Modern History begins about A.D. 1400. It 

 



continues to the present day. 

 
 
Calendars 
A calendar is a system for arranging days in order. Different cultures in the world have developed about 
40 different calendars. 

Some cultures developed calendars based on nature, such as the cycle of the moon. The Chinese and 
Hebrew calendars base their months on the appearance of the new moon. The ancient Egyptians also 
based one of their calendars on the moon. 

Julian Calendar 
The calendar we use today is based in part on a calendar developed by Julius Caesar, a Roman leader. 
This calendar is called the Julian calendar, and it started counting years at the founding of Rome. A year 
on the Julian calendar was 365¼ days long. The calendar added an extra day every four years. The year 
with the extra day was called a leap year. However, the Julian calendar was still not precisely, or exactly, 
right. It lost several minutes each year, which added up to about one lost day every 128 years. 

Gregorian Calendar 
By A.D. 1582, the Julian calendar was losing time—about 10 days. Pope Gregory XIII decided to create a 
new calendar. First, he started counting from the birth of Jesus. Next, he ordered that the days between 
October 4th and October 15th of that year be dropped from the calendar. Like the Julian calendar, the 
Gregorian calendar includes leap years. However, in the Gregorian calendar, no century year will be a 
leap year unless it is divisible by 400, such as the years 1600 or 2000. That way, it will take thousands of 
years before there is another lost day. 

Not all countries accepted the Gregorian calendar right away. It took more than three centuries for the 
calendar to be recognized around the world. Today, most of the world uses this calendar. Like the 
Gregorian calendar, other calendars are also based on events of religious importance. The Hebrew, or 
Jewish, calendar begins about 3,760 years before the Gregorian calendar. According to Jewish tradition, 
that is when the world was created. Muslims date their calendar from the time that Muhammad, their first 
leader, left the city of Makkah (Mecca) to go to Madinah (Medina). This was the year A.D.622 in the 
Gregorian calendar. 

Dating Events 
In the Gregorian calendar, the years before the birth of Jesus are known as "B.C.," or "before Christ." The 
years after are called "A.D.," oranno domini. This phrase comes from the Latin language and means "in 
the year of the Lord." 

To date events before the birth of Jesus, or "B.C.," historians count backwards from A.D. 1. There is no 
year "0." The year before A.D. 1 is 1 B.C. (Notice that "A.D." is written before the date and "B.C." is written 
after the date.) For example, on the time line below, the founder of Buddhism was born about 563 B.C., or 
563 years before the birth of Jesus. To date events after the birth of Jesus, or "A.D.," historians count 
forward, starting at A.D. 1. A date in the first 100 years after the birth of Jesus is between A.D. 1 
and A.D. 100. Therefore, on the time line below, Buddhism spread to China in A.D. 100, or 100 years after 
the birth of Jesus. 

To avoid a religious reference in dating, many historians prefer to use the initials B.C.E. ("before the 
common era") and C.E. ("common era"). These initials do not change the numbering of the years. 

Using Time Lines 



A time line is another way to track the passage of time. Time lines show the order of events within a 
period of time. They also show the amount of time between events. Most time lines are divided into even 
sections of time. Events are placed on a time line at the date when the event occurred. 

Usually, the dates on a time line are evenly spaced. Sometimes, however, a time line covers events over 
too many years to show on one page. In this case, a slanted or jagged line might be placed on the time 
line. This shows that a certain period of time is omitted from the time line. 

Time lines help historians make sense of the flow of events. A time line can be a single line, or it can be 
two or more lines stacked on top of each other. Stacked time lines are called multilevel time lines. 

Applying When would a historian use a calendar? When would a historian use a time line? 

Digging Up the Past 
What do students of prehistory look for? 

Since the invention of writing, people have recorded important events. These written records give 
historians a window to the past. Students of prehistory look into an even deeper past, one without writing. 
They must find a different kind of window. 

History and Science 
These historians use science to study history. As scientists, they study physical evidence to learn about 
our ancestors. 

Archaeology (ahr • kee • AHL • luh • jee) is the study of the past by looking at what people left behind. 
Archaeologists dig in the earth for places where people once lived. They never know what they will find. 
They often discover artifacts (AHR • tih • FAKTS)—objects made by people. Common artifacts include 
tools, pottery, weapons, and jewelry. Archaeologists study artifacts to learn what life was like in the past. 

Paleontology (PAY • lee • AHN • TAH • luh • jee) also looks at prehistoric times. Paleontologists study 
fossils to learn what the world was like long ago. Fossils are the remains of plant and animal life that 
have been preserved from an earlier time. 

Anthropology (AN • thruh • PAH • luh • jee) is the study of human culture and how it develops over time. 
Anthropologists study artifacts and fossils, too. They look for clues about what people valued and 
believed. 

Human Discoveries 
In 1974, a team led by paleontologist Donald Johanson made an exciting find in Ethiopia in Africa. They 
discovered a partial skeleton of a human ancestor who lived more than 3.2 million years ago. Lucy, as 
she was called, was about three and a half feet tall (1.07 m) and weighed about 60 pounds (27.2 kg). She 
had long arms and short legs, and she walked upright. 

Lucy belonged to the species Australopithicus afarensis. A speciesis a class of individuals with similar 
physical characteristics. Lucy lived long before the species called Homo sapiens evolved. All modern 
human beings belong to this species. The term Homo sapiens is Latin for "wise man." Scientists believe 
that Homo sapiens probably developed about 150,000 to 195,000 years ago. 

Comparing How are archaeologists, paleontologists, and anthropologists like detectives? 

Review Vocabulary 
1. Explain what a historical era is. 
SS.6.W.1.2, LA.6.1.6.1 



 
  

2. Compare and contrast artifacts and fossils. 
LA.6.1.6.1 

 
  

Answer the Guiding Questions 
3. Making Connections Name one example of how the past influences daily life today. 
SS.6.W.1.6 

 
  

4. Listing Identify different ways that historians measure time. 
SS.6.W.1.2 

 
  

5. Describing How do historians learn about people who lived in the earliest historical eras? 
SS.6.W.1.4 

 
  

6. EXPOSITORY WRITING How would a historian describe your life? Write a short essay that identifies 
the era in which you live and the artifacts that tell about your culture. 
SS.6.W.1.2, SS.6.W.1.4, SS.6.W.1.6 



 
	  

	  

LESSON 2  

Knowing how historians work helps us understand historical 
information. 

What Is the Evidence? 
What types of evidence do historians use to understand the 
past? 

Historians ask questions about the information they find from the past. 
Why did some nations go to war? How were the people affected by 
that war? How did events of the past change people's lives? These 
questions help us focus on historical problems. 

To learn the answers to the historical questions, historians look for 
evidence (EH • vuh • duhnts). Evidence is something that shows 
proof or an indication that something is true. Evidence could be in the 
form of material objects, such as a soldier's uniform or scraps of 
pottery from an archaeological dig. 

Other evidence may appear in documents or written materials that 
were created during a historical event. Historians use the evidence 
they read in historical sources to interpret what happened in the past. 

Primary and Secondary Sources 
Historians look for clues about the past in primary and secondary 
sources. Primary sources are firsthand pieces of evidence. They 
were written or created by the people who saw or experienced an 
event. Primary sources include letters, diaries, or government records. 
Literature or artwork from a particular time and place is a primary 
source. Spoken interviews and objects, such as tools or clothing, are 
also primary sources. Primary sources help historians learn what 
people were thinking while the events took place. They use the 

 



sources to find evidence that explains historical events. 

Historians also use secondary sources. Secondary sources are 
created after an event. They are created by people who were not part 
of the historical event. The information in secondary sources is often 
based on primary sources. Examples of secondary sources are 
biographies, encyclopedias, history books, and textbooks. 

A secondary source contains background information. Secondary 
sources also offer a broad view of an event. However, a historian 
must use primary sources to find new evidence about a subject. 

Florida CONNECTION 
Archaeology in Florida 

People have lived in Florida for more than 10,000 years. They left behind artifacts 
all over the state. Today, Florida's Bureau of Archaeological Research manages 
archaeological digs throughout the state and protects the state's artifacts. 

	  

Reliable Sources 
Suppose you were studying the history of England and you wanted to know how 
ancient people lived. You might look in a book called the Domesday Book. This 
book was created in a.d. 1086 by administrators under William I. The book is a 
primary source from the period. It contains information about the people of 
England at the time it was written. 

The Domesday Book is a long list of manors and the names of their owners. It 
includes details about how many workers worked the land. It lists the number of 
fishponds, mills, and animals owned by each person. It also estimated the value 
of each property. The historian's job is to analyze and interpret the information 
from primary sources. They consider where and when a source was created. 
They also look for the reasons that the source was created. Was it a secret 
letter? Was it a document created for the king, such as the Domesday Book? 
Was it written so that all the people in a town or country would read it? 

What is Point of View? 
Historians interpret the document and the reasons it was created. Then they form 
an opinion about whether the source is trustworthy and reliable in its facts. This 
step is important since each source was written with a particular point of view or 



general attitude about people or life. The authors of primary sources use their 
points of view to decide what information is important and what to include in the 
document. Historians evaluate a primary source to find its point of view. They 
decide if it has a trustworthy viewpoint. 

Sometimes a point of view is expressed as a bias or an unreasoned, emotional 
judgment about people and events. Sources with a bias cannot always be 
trusted. 

Explaining What is a historian’s job when looking at primary sources? 

 

Connections to TODAY 
The Census 

In a.d. 1086, King William I of England decided to collect information about the land and people 
in his country. Today, our government collects similar data every ten years in the U.S. Census. 
Questions in the census do not include details about mills and animals as in the Domesday 
Book. They instead focus on age, race, and living arrangements. The census information is a 
primary source about the people who live in the United States. 

	  

Writing About History 
How do we write about history? 

When historians write about an event, they interpret the information from primary 
sources to draw conclusions and make inferences. 

Making an inference means choosing the most likely explanation for the facts at 
hand. Sometimes the inference is simple. For example, if you see a person who 
is wearing a raincoat walk into a room with a dripping umbrella, you can infer that 
it is raining outside. The dripping umbrella and the raincoat are the evidence that 
combine with your prior knowledge about weather to infer that it is raining. 

Making inferences about historical events is more complex. Historians check the 
evidence in primary sources and compare it to sources already known to be 
trustworthy. Then, they look at secondary sources that express different points of 
view about an event. In this way, historians try to get a clear, well-rounded view 
of what happened. The inference they make is how they explain what happened 
in the past. This explanation is based on the evidence in primary and secondary 
sources. 



For example, you might read the Domesday Book to analyze the types of animals 
raised in 1086. You could add this knowledge to additional evidence from another 
source about grain that was planted. Then, you could think about what you know 
to be true about food. You might use all of this information to make an inference 
about the types of food people ate in eleventh-century England. 

Looking at History 
Professional historians become experts on their historical subject. Historians 
gather artifacts and data about a subject and then write what they have learned 
from the study. Such writing may become an article in a scholarly (SKAH • luhr • 
lee) journal, or magazine. It may become a book on the specific subject. 

In most cases, historical books and articles are reviewed by other scholars for 
accuracy. Experts in the field will review the sources and write their own articles. 
They evaluate how the historian has interpreted the facts. This study of historical 
interpretations is called historiography. Historians must keep accurate notes and 
be careful that their inferences are reasonable. 

 

Focusing Research 
Some historians keep their areas of study very narrow. For example, someone 
could spend an entire career investigating the events that occurred on a single 
day, such as the day in the year a.d. 79 that Mount Vesuvius, a volcano in the 
region that is now Italy, erupted and destroyed the city of Pompeii. This subject is 
a finite place and time. Other historians focus on broader subjects. For example, 
some historians study the economic history of a period. Others study the political 
history of a country during a certain period of time. Still others might study military 
history, the history of medicine, or the history of technology in a certain place. 

Drawing Conclusions 
A conclusion (kuhn • KLOO • zhun) is a final decision that is reached by 
reasoning. You draw conclusions all the time. For example, you may notice that a 
friend often wears T-shirts from music concerts that he has attended. You might 
also remember he can never get together on Thursday nights because he has 
guitar lessons on Thursdays. Based on these two clues, you could draw the 
conclusion that your friend is really interested in music. Historians draw 
conclusions in the same way. They look for facts and evidence in their primary 
and secondary sources. Then, they use reasoning to make a judgment or draw a 



conclusion. 

Historical Interpretations 
Sometimes historians disagree about their interpretations of the facts. For 
example, historians disagree about how to evaluate the historical figure of 
Genghis Khan. There are historians who argue that Genghis Khan was a fierce 
and bloodthirsty warrior. Some have expressed horror at the tremendous 
destruction that Genghis Khan's fierce soldiers brought as they conquered new 
lands. Yet some historians see Genghis Khan differently. They look at the way 
Genghis Khan ruled his great Mongol empire. Sources show that this was a time 
of peace, prosperity, and stability in a huge portion of central and eastern Asia. 
The people living in the Mongol empire enjoyed a remarkable degree of religious 
tolerance, higher learning, and consistent laws. 

Which conclusion is correct? Was Genghis Khan a ruthless warrior or a strong, 
intelligent leader of a great land? A historian may rely on evidence to support 
either position. However, it is the job of the historian to evaluate the primary 
sources and explain why both interpretations can be argued. 

Analyzing Why do historians draw different conclusions about events of the 
past? 

 

LESSON 2 REVIEW 
Review Vocabulary 
1. Name one way a primary source is different from a secondary source. 

 

  

2. Why does a historian have to understand what point of view is? 

 

  

Answer the Guiding Questions 
3. Drawing Conclusions Why does drawing a conclusion come at the end of a 
research process? 



 

  

4. Making Generalizations How does a primary source help a historian 
understand the past? 

 

  

5. Assessing Explain why some historians differ in their interpretations of 
historical events. 

 

 

6. EXPOSITORY WRITING Think of the reading you do every day. In a short 
paragraph, give an example of one primary source and one secondary source 
that you have read recently. Explain why each example fits into the category you 
have chosen. 
	  

FEATURE 
What Do You Think? Should Artifacts Be Returned to Their Countries of Origin? 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION How do you research history? 
  
Should Artifacts Be Returned to Their Countries 
of Origin? 
Imagine you were an archaeologist who found an important ancient 
artifact in another country. You would want to take that artifact home 
with you and display it in a museum. The country where you found the 
artifact might raise a protest or even call you a thief. They may want 
the object to stay in their own country. Many such artifacts are 
displayed in museums far away from their country of origin. Who has 
the biggest claim to them? Should artifacts be returned to the 
countries in which they were found? 

  

YES 
“The Oxford English Dictionary defines “repatriate” as “to restore (an 

 



artifact or other object) to its country of origin.” Many artifacts…have 
special cultural value for a particular community or nation. When these 
works are removed from their original cultural setting, they lose their 
context and the culture loses a part of its history. A request for 
repatriation of an artifact…usually has a strong legal basis. The 
antiquity was exported illegally, probably also excavated [dug up] 
illegally, and most importantly, it is now defined by U.S. courts as 
stolen property. Even in the United States, where private property 
rights are greatly respected, the government claims ownership of 
antiquities from federal lands––and would request their repatriation if 
they were to be privately excavated and exported.” 

––Malcolm Bell III, professor emeritus, University of Virginia 

NO 
“History is long and untidy. Territory held today by a given nation-state 
in the past likely belonged to a different political entity [unit], one with 
other descendents. Does ancient Hellenistic [Greek] art made and 
found in Afghanistan, once on the edge of the Greek empire, belong 
to Greece or to Afghanistan? To which modern nation do they belong? 
The lines designating [assigning] claims to art and culture are not 
clear-cut. 

 I would argue that within the limits of the law, museums, wherever 
they are, should be encouraged to acquire works of art representative 
of the world’s many and diverse cultures. This can be through 
purchase or long-term loan and working in collaboration [cooperation] 
with museums and nations around the world. These collections 
encourage a cosmopolitan [international] view of the world and 
promote a historically accurate understanding of the fluidity [constantly 
changing] of culture.” 

   –– James Cuno, president and Eloise W. Martin Director of the Art Institute of 
Chicago 

What Do You Think? DBQ 
1. Identifying Why is repatriation a legal issue according to Bell? 
 
2. Contrasting How do the arguments of Bell and Cuno differ? 
 
  



CRITICAL THINKING 
3. Problem Solving Describe a compromise that might solve a conflict over 
ownership of artifacts. 
 
 	  

LESSON 3 
Researching History 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION How do you research history? 
  
Knowing where to find information about your subject will make it 
easier to complete research projects and other schoolwork. 

Planning Your Project 
 How do you begin a research project? 

The first step in a history research project is to identify your topic. A 
topic should not be too broad (The Middle Ages) or too narrow 
(Middlebury, England, 1535). To test your topic, try looking it up in an 
encyclopedia. If there is no entry for your topic, it may be too small. If 
there are many entries, or a very long entry, the topic may be too 
large. Selecting a topic that is workable is the most important part of 
the project. 

After you choose a topic, you need to decide what you want to learn 
about it. Create six questions to help you find out who, what, when, 
where, why, and how. Then write each question at the top of a note 
card. These cards will become your research tools. You may need to 
add additional cards as you research. 

Choosing Research Materials 
After selecting a topic and creating your question cards, the next step 
is to gather your research materials. Begin with general reference 
books, such as encyclopedias and textbooks, or your notes from 
class. Next, try looking for books about your subject at the library. 
Your research material must be nonfiction, rather than fiction or 
persuasive writing. 

Distinguishing Fact From Opinion 
Scan each possible source to determine if the source is trustworthy. 

 



Look for opinion statements in the text. This will give you a clue that a 
resource could be biased or untrustworthy. Remember, a statement of 
fact expresses only what can be proven by evidence. A statement of 
opinion expresses an attitude. It is a conclusion or judgment about 
something that cannot be proven true or false. Historical research 
should rely on facts and primary sources rather than opinions. 

Making Notes 
As you find information, make a note about it on your cards. Your notes should 
be in your own words and in complete sentences. On the back of each card, 
make notes about the books in which you found the information. 

Explaining Why is it important to distinguish fact from opinion in historical 
writing? 
 
Researching on the Internet 

 How do you safely research on the Internet? 

Looking for information on the Internet is quick and rewarding. However, it can be 
a challenge to find out if the information you located is true. Good historians 
follow a few important guidelines as they gather information. 

Authorship 
Many articles on the Internet are unsigned. A reader has no way of knowing who 
wrote the content and whether the author is an expert on the subject. However, 
reliable articles will be signed by well-known experts on the subject. The authors 
will include details about their credentials (kreh • DEN • shulz), or evidence that 
they are experts. 

There are other ways to decide if an article is worth using for research. You can 
look at the homepage for the article. If the article is on the site of a university, 
government office, or museum, it is probably reliable. For example, suppose you 
find a signed article about the foods eaten by American colonists. You find that 
the article is published by an academic journal at a university. You can assume 
that this page is a better source than an unsigned article about the same subject 
by a blogger on a cooking Web site. 

 

Web URLs 
A uniform resource locator, or URL, is the address of an online resource. The 



ending on a URL tells a great deal about the content. A URL that ends in .gov is 
most likely a government entity. This site probably contains accurate data. This 
data is usually as up to date as possible. 

A URL that ends in .edu is usually a site for an educational institution, such as a 
college or university. Most .edu sites pride themselves on accuracy. However, it 
is possible that documents on these sites may contain opinions in addition to 
facts. 

Nonprofit organizations usually use .org at the end of their URLs. These sites 
may be very accurate. However, these groups often gather information to support 
their cause. Their sites may contain biased information, and they often contain 
opinions. 

You have gathered information and answered the questions on your note cards. 
Then organize your cards into categories. Once your cards are sorted, you can 
use them as an outline for writing your research paper. 

Speculating What are the consequences of using an Internet resource with 
biased information? 
 
Thinking Like a HISTORIAN 
Internet Tips 
Check it Out! 
If you answer NO to any of the questions below, the Web page or Web site is probably 
not a reliable resource. 
• Is the authorship of the article clear? 
• Can you easily find out who is responsible for the Web site? 
• Has the Web page been updated recently? 
Does the writing seem balanced or does it contain a bias toward one point of view? 

 

Writing Without Bias 
How do you interpret historical events accurately? 

You have chosen a good topic. You have created your question cards and used 
them while reading encyclopedia articles and library books. You have also used 
your cards while reviewing reliable Internet resources about your topic. You have 
turned the answers on your question cards into an outline. Now you are ready to 
write your research report. As you work, be aware of some important guidelines 
for writing about history. 

Plagiarism 



To plagiarize (PLAY • juh • RYZ) is to present the ideas or words of another 
person as your own without offering credit to the source. Plagiarism is similar to 
forgery, or copying something that is not yours. It also violates copyright laws. 
These laws prevent the unauthorized use of a writer's work. If you copy an idea 
or a written text exactly word-for-word, that is plagiarism. Some scholars have 
ruined their careers through plagiarism. They used content from books or the 
Internet without citing the source or giving credit. 

To avoid plagiarism, follow these rules: 

• Put information in your own words. 
• When you restate an opinion from something you read, include a reference to 

the author: "According to Smith and Jones, . . ." 
• Always include a footnote when you use a direct quotation from one of your 

sources. 
Ancient History and Modern Values 
Avoid using modern ideas to evaluate a historical event. For example, a scholar 
of women's history may want to apply modern ideas to women's rights in 
historical settings. Ideas have changed over time. Drawing conclusions about 
women's attitudes in the Middle Ages using modern ideas would be a mistake. 
Your evaluations of history should be based on the evidence, not on today's 
understanding of rights and society. 

Listing What is one way to avoid plagiarism when writing about history? 
	  

	  

LESSON 3 REVIEW 
Review Vocabulary 
1. Why is it against the law to plagiarize? 
 
  

2. Which URL ending would identify a Web site for a charity? 
a. .org b. .gov c. .edu 
 
  

Answer the Guiding Questions 
3. Assessing How do you know if a resource in a library book can be trusted? 
 



 
  

4. Listing Identify the clues you would look for to decide if an online resource is 
trustworthy. 
 
  

5. Determining Cause and Effect What is one negative effect that can come 
from applying modern values to a historical event? 
 
  

6. PERSUASIVE WRITING Your teacher does not want students to use the 
Internet for research. Write two paragraphs in which you persuade the teacher 
that the Internet can be a reliable source of information. 
 
1. Exploring the Essential Question 
EXPOSITORY WRITING Using information you have read in this chapter, give 
three reasons why we study history. 
 
2. 21st Century Skills 
ANALYZE AND INTERPRET MEDIA Research a historical subject of your 
choice. Find three reliable sources and at least one source that would not be 
considered reliable. Write a paragraph that analyzes the online resources you 
discovered. Describe why each source is reliable or unreliable. 
 
  

3. Thinking Like a Historian 
SEQUENCING Create a personal time line using the terms before my birth and 
after my birth. Fill in the time line with three key events that happened before and 
three key events that happened after you were born. 
 
  

4. Comparing Sources 
Which map is a primary source? Which is a secondary source? Include 
definitions of these terms in your answer. Then, explain why each source is 
useful to a historian. 
	  


